ABSTRACT
for England (Defra, 2007) and as a result, the number of composting facilities and the 50 amount of waste processed will increase. This has led to concerns regarding potential 51 health effects during waste processing and particularly those associated with exposure 52 to bioaerosols generated in the process (National Audit Office, 2002) . The
53
The suggested threshold limits for bioaerosols are 300, 1000 and 1000 CFU m -3 for 66 gram-negative bacteria, total bacteria and total fungi respectively (Wheeler et al., 67 2001). Appropriate levels of bioaerosols is therefore considered in relation to these 68 suggested threshold levels and in relation to background concentrations (either 69 upwind or concentrations measure before the site was operational if available).
71
The policy has encouraged the submission of bioaerosol risk assessments by 72 composting facility operators and their environmental consultants. Here we review the 73 quality of these assessments as part of an ongoing programme of bioaerosol research 74 (Taha et al., 2006; 2007; Wheeler et al., 2001 ) that will increase our understanding of decisions (EA, 2006; Sykes et al., 2007) . also reflect a lack of clarity in the guidance currently available.
The general attributes were evaluated individually, providing an indication of where 161 the practitioners are focusing their efforts currently, and where more effort needs to be 162 exerted. Figure 2 shows the average scores for each of the general risk assessment 163 attributes. However, as the maximum score for each attribute varied (Table 1) (14) or fully examined (7), for the majority of the risk 179 assessments, the probability of the consequences was either not estimated (17) or 180 underestimated (12) (Figure 3 ).
182
The first area identified as requiring more effort is the diagrams, where the majority 183 were either not useful (11, n=42) or there were no diagrams (21) (Figure 3 Table 1 ). 
